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to approve my having any share in soliciting that business
your Grace spoke to me about.1 I confess I was always of
opinion that it required a solicitor of my level, after your
Grace had done your part in it, and if my endeavours to do
service will be thought worth employing, I dare answer for
everything but my own ability. When your Grace thinks fit
to send me the papers, I would humbly desire your opinion,
whether if occasion should require I may not with my Lord
Lieutenant's approbation engage the good offices of any
great person I may have credit with, and particularly my
Lord S[omers], and the Earl of Sfunderland], because the
former by his great influence, and the other by his employ-
ment and alliance, may be very instrumental2 I would not
have mentioned this at such a distance if I had not forgot
it when your Grace discoursed this matter with me last.

I left my Lord Lieutenant at Parkgate this day sen-
night when he had just landed,3 before the ship that
carried his equipage for which he was forced to stay, and
it was said he could not think of beginning his journey
till Wednesday, the yd instant. He goes to Wilton and
stays there a week, from thence to London, where I design
to attend him as soon as Sir Andrew Fountaine * shall send
me notice of his arrival.

1  The affair of the first-fruits and twentieth parts.

2  The Ministry of Godolphin and Maryborough., to which Lecky
alludes as " one of the most glorious in English history," was then in
power. Although he did not receive office for some years after its
formation, Lord Somers (supra^ p. 39, n. i) was consulted from the
beginning on every question affecting the administration.   Lord Sun-
derland, the son of the Minister to whom Swift attached first his
political fortunes (supra, p. 24, n. i), was one of the Secretaries of State.
He was married to the  Duke of Marlhorough's daughter.   (See
" Prose Works," passim.)

3  Parkgate on the river Dee was then the port most used for pass-
enger traffic to Dublin. Letters were sent "by Holyhead, but the path-
less wilds of Flintshire, which could only be traversed in safety with
the aid of a guide, and the terrors of the pass ofPenmaenmawr,made
the journey one only to be attempted by the strongest travellers.
Lord Pembroke had sailed from Ireland on Friday, 28 November;
his departure being thus recorded in "The Dublin Gazette": "Yes-
terday His Excellency the Earl of Pembroke, Lord Lieutenant of this
Kingdom, embarked for Great Britain under convoy of Her Majesty's
ships the Speedwell, Shoram, and Seaford, being attended to the
seaside with a numerous train of Nobility and Gentry."

*|The well-known virtuoso of Narford in Norfolk, some of whose trea-
sures were dispersed in June 1884, in a great sale at Christie's. Lordeen made to revive that
